Muscular Christianity is satirized in Ferrovius. He symbolizes
the Christianity of the Great powers. His conversions some-
times turn the convert's hair from black to white in the course
of a single night. Spintho is a rake and a thief and a Christian
who is sure of his salvation on account of his belief in Jesus, three
in one and one in three.
Lavinia is the Positive Character in the play. She is the consum-
mation of the woman of action of the Economic Plays. She is
reminiscent of Barbara and may be considered a first sketch of
St. Joan. Lavinia is described as a good-looking, resolute Patrician.
Her conversion to Christianity makes life far stronger and more
wonderful to her than when she walked in darkness and had nothing
to live for. She is cheerful and fearless. She is religious by
instinct and cannot explain her faith. To her, her faith is what
the sword is to the soldier, to be tested by staking her life on it.
Her religion has nothing to do with the beatitudes. She considers
them dreams and stories and thinks that they cannot help her to
face the grim realities of martyrdom. Martyrdom is dictated
to her as to Richard Dudgeon, by the law or her nature.
The old order Christianity is trying to overthrow is represented
by the Negative Characters. They are shown as the deterministic
products of their environment; the crowds thus thirsting for the
blood of the martyrs, the Emperor and the Captain. The Captain
is positive in as much as he is intelligent. But his attitude to
world-betterment is negative. The Emperor is light-hearted and
light-headed in his cruelty as in his mercy and is swayed only by
considerations of his personal power and safety and the power
of his state.
The last words in the play are symbolically given to the Christian
tailor. " Come Tommy/' he addresses the Lion, " whilst we
stand together, no cage for you: no slavery for me." The meek
will inherit the earth, but only when they generate the power to
protect themselves. But does Shaw define in the play the nature
of this power? Is it the power of the Lion? Is it the power of
Ferrovius? Or is it something greater than both, that of power
Lavinia?" Recent Indian History provides an illuminating
answer to this question. There were many Lavinias in the
Gandhian movement and not all of them were Indians. The
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